POSTGRADUATE STUDIES IN ETHNOLOGY AT THE VILNIUS
UNIVERISITY, THE INSTITUTE OF LITHUANIAN LITERATURE AND
FOLKLORE, AND THE LITHUANIAN ACADEMY OF MUSIC AND
THEATHER: THE COURSE ITINERARY

Subject Research area Institution Department
(branch), code

MUSIC, TRADITION Ethnology H006 Institute of Department of

AND CULTURE Lithuanian Literature| Folkongs

PROCESS and Folklore

Form of study Duration Form of study Duration

lecture: — consultation: 26

independent study: 170 seminar: 4

Credit hours: 8

Course description

The aim of the course is to go deeper into the field of ethnomusicology, to expand professional
knowledge by studying the literature of ethnomusicology and related disciplines, to enhance the
ability of identification of cultural processes in practice, ant to recognize the peculiarities of
music as a culturally motivated phenomenon.

Goals and competences:
During the course, students are introduced to the main theories of contemporary cultural
development, learn to understand the patterns of the development of cultural tradition, to note and
analyze phenomena related to the development and change of music. They develop the skills tg
critically evaluate the literature, to see the broader interdisciplinary context of their chosen
research object, to apply and compare data from other related disciplines, and to examine
theoretical approaches. The practical assignments help to develop the skills of empirical content
analysis using the acquired theoretical knowledge.

Syllabus:

1. Folklore process and cultural shifts.

Assignment: To analyze the process of a selected musical phenomenon.

2. The development and change of song culture.

Assignment: To observe the changes of a selected song, group of songs, genre, specific musical
characteristic, and/or cultural relationship to a song, providing its historical overview or
delivering a presentation.

3. Music in the community. Changes in the nature of human communities, typology of
communities. The relationship between the individual and the community. The importance of
music in creating the narrative and spirit of a community/place.

Assignment: To identify and present a selected community related to music, to analyze the
general characteristics of music making/music ‘consumption’; to compare the
music/relationship to music in the two selected communities and the relationship of a piece of
music/multiple pieces of music to the community/place.

4. Tradition and creativity.

Assignment: To analyze the musical repertoire of one or several selected
individuals/communities/groups of individuals in terms of tradition/norm and creativity.

5. Music and identity: nationality, local/global, popular culture, counterculture, subculture,
religion, new spirituality and individual/group.

Assignment: To examine the expression of identity (narrative, identity components, analysis of
musical activities/musical skills/music) of a selected person/group of individuals related to
music.

Note: Depending on the topic and nature of the students’ research work, students can choose a
full or partial course in theory (without seminars), or a course in one or several sub-courses,
both theoretical and practical.
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